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Pre-order your copy now from SAVE'’s website

SAVE's latest publication shows how Britain has led the way in breathing new life
into great historic buildings, from naval dockyards to textile mills, grand hotels to
hospitals, town halls to power stations, and many more.
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The cover of The Big
Saves.

Lister Mills in Bradford
was transformed by
David Morley Architects,
with the addition of

\ striking zinc covered
Marcus Binney penthouses.



http://www.savebritainsheritage.org/publications

Marcus Binney tells the stories of these rescues in over 50 detailed case studies,
many of them the direct or indirect result of campaigns and projects launched and
commissioned by SAVE.

These are buildings which half a century ago would rarely have survived. Their
revival is a creative process showing that all over Britain and beyond, historic
buildings can be beacons of new life in both booming and declining economies.

Once repaired and transformed, sometimes after years of decay, they provide places
to work, live and visit. More than this they are powerful regeneration projects in
places which need investment.

The book is a blueprint for action showing how to save an architectural marvel, and
the many examples featured can be an inspiration to everyone who cherishes a local
landmark.

Big Saves is due to be launched on 1 June 2016. It can be pre-ordered via
SAVE'’s website and is priced at £25 (£20 for SAVE friends) plus £2.50 postage.

Review copies are available both in electronic form and as hard copies.

Marcus Binney, Executive President of SAVE said: “Big Saves chronicles 40 years
of campaigning to show how new life can be breathed into great

landmarks. Victorian covered markets, mighty mills, warehouses and factories,
naval dockyards and military barracks, hospitals and town halls fall out of use but
need not be pensioners on the State. With the help of imaginative architects and
enterprising developers they can become good investments and earn their keep for
years to come.”

Warley Hospital in
Brentford has been
transformed by City &
Country, a family run
development
company. At Warley
the introduction of
expansive lawns and
flowerbeds shows off
the handsome
buildings to great
effect.
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CHAPTER 4 - MARKETS

Billingsgate Market,
London

Our report SAVE Billingsgate was
‘published in July 1980;

theory, Billingsgae will topgle like 2 house
of cards. First the walls will crack, thea the
pillars willlean ar a crazy angle and finally,
the so0f will crash 60 feet onto the concourse
below.

A cold score expert was quoced saying

Pichae Hevakine ha ited hefomar o
market o the fury of the City Corporation,
‘which promptly requested permission to
‘demolish it

Billingsgate Fish Market scands glociously
on the edge of ehe Thames looking downsiver
10 Towe Bridge. But in 1980, the City
Corporation was relocating dhe market o the
sle of Dogs and considered the sale of the
civerside sice for redevelopment essential ©©
covering the costs of the move, estimated ac
€74 million. In Our report we put forwasd an
aleemmative plan ‘which will provide the market
with a new purpose, opening up views over
one of the most scenic sereeches of the Thames
in London. By constructing a new building on
the adjoining lorry park, it is possibie not oaly
10 coves the coses of repdiring nd adapting
the marker, but t0 offec a fiancial recurn,
comparable 1o a wholly new development over
the enire site.’ T was 2 bold scarement that
proved 10 be completely correct.

‘Though Old Billingsgare Fish Market had
been designed by Sis Horace Jones, dhe Ciey
Cosporation’s own surveyor and archirect,
‘The Corporation saw o merit i the bullding
acall. When Hesclcine lisced the building che
utcry had been immediace and ferce. At the
press conference held eight days Lacer the foine
Commitace Of wradess and employees claimed
the listing had put ‘the furure cmployment of
about 200 who worked chere in jeopasdy’, 50
The Times reporeed the next day. O celevision
it was claimed that the furure of the entize
Beivish fishing industry was under threat!

Mose popular of all was che scory that
Billingsgase would collapse when the cold
store in the basement would begia (o thaw.
“What happens when Londoa’s giant iceberg
meles?” ran the headline in the London Evening
News Magazine on 26th March 1980; chis story
was prinsed hundreds of times and would
appear all over the world. The artcle by Keith
Blogg coatinued: '32,700 square foet of deep
2ed 20,000 quare fees

Iayer over half a century, have now joined

the venerable fou supporting the

ing girded nave
Bshing

cowering iron col
of this great temple to the capit
“There was more in the same colourful
whea dhe iceberg meles, runs one

brickwork by frose was like
a strawhecry, which looked perfectly good afeer
ic had been frozea, ‘but che cells had beea
destzoped. Once the thing melts, ehe dhing
turns t mush.’ As f the ice seory was oot

£00d enough there was anocher hard
colourful season given for demolition in The
Corparation’s Year, 1979: ‘Although the peeseat
Billingsgare Market is less than a hundred
years old, the corrosive effces of fsh juice
‘mean it has o be rebuile

SAVE took  risk with Billingsgare because
we were convinced thae 2 sensitive proposal
for seuse would work economically. If we
could prove this restoration scheme in the Cty
of London could work, where development
values were high, it would 2id argument for
saving building in ciry centres all over the
country.

BILLINGSGATE

e o e 1990478 et Bl

the City Corpration maved vy
risesapleyb s s e L8
ol onche e of e SAVE prgoral.

Archisecrurally, che glory of Billingsgace
s s riverfront site. Amidse the great cifs
of dull offce buildings, becween Southwak
Bridge and Tower Bridge, Billingsgare, with
ies colums, 700 girders and gilded doiphins
swikes an immensely fescve noce, then marred
oy by 2 coliection of sheds that ran in frons
ofie. From the river terrace, there i one of the
most speccacular views of the siver in Loadon,
wich Tower Beidge soen in ful silhovesce and
HMS Belfast moored offthe far bank. Furcher
west are the splendid restored warehouse of
Hays Whart

aside, Billingsgare consiseed of two parallel
mackee hals, divided by a doube line of Doric
columas. The por
centre and along th
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Billingsgate Fish Market London, where SAVE fought a long battle to save the market
buildings. Working with Ian Ritchie and Alan Stanton of Chrysalis Architects, SAVE produced
an alternative scheme, which was broadly adopted by the City Corporation

CHAPTER 10 - POWER STATIONS CHAPTER 10 . POWER STATIONS

Battersea Power
Station, London
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Battersea Power Station s a colossus;
much the largest building SAVE has ever
ampaigned for. Undaunted we obtained
the first planning permission for leisure
and sports use, working with the architects
Martin Richardson and Graham Morrison.
Although the power station decayed while
3 succession of owners struggled to find a
Viable sokution, an £300m restoration and

conversion scheme is due for completion in
2018 by the new Malaysian owners. After 5o
many setbacks some remain sceptical, but
there can be o doubt that when it opens
toms of thousands vl throng t0 see It

answer. At ehe seudio, before we went live
the Interviewer told me he had been driving
3 Glaswegian fibend over Chelsea Beidge
and pointed to the Power

there's one of London's great rchitecrural
3 long pavse before
You're taking che

monuments”, There w
his companion repl
piss

He was not alone. Several months bater
erprising lady who had

rescued a Cornish farmhouse *this s perverted
peeservation.” But when The Times Didey

Jokingly offered a prise of €10 to the reader

rivw TG showsthe ww

ey
s b et st
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SAVE obtained the first planning permission for leisure and sports use at Battersea Power
Station in 1982. After many setbacks Giles Gilbert Scott’s masterpiece is now on course to be

revitalised as apartments, offices, and retail spaces.



CHAPTER 2 - MILLS

CHAPTER 2 - MILLS

construcred a distillery for peppermint,

Cressbrook Mill, Javender and odher aromaric herbs that he
. grew or found locally. He ereceed the firse
Derbyshire Cressbrook Mill building abovt 1755 but chis
was deseroyed by fire.
Situated deep in the Peak District National A new mill was chen built and taken over
Park, this Pennin " Arkwrighs, inventor
Al Whe

y
years of steady decay, the owner of the
stone-cutting business based within it has.

‘mose beautiful coreon millin England, thanks
boch 10 is graceful proportions and its scenic
position beside the Rives Wye looking south
down Monsal Dale. In 1642 Joha Bokon
Rogerson penned the Following lines of verse
A calm and beauteous spot; A glorious Vale
far down beneath che rocks; Where peace and
bliss might, And man

in 1792, Cressbrook Mill changed hands again
and in 1815, William Neweon, Arkwright's
former agent, erecced the present impressive
12-bay Georgian mill

Newion was kind and considerace rowards
his wockess and apprentices. A narrative
writsen by @ Mss. Scerndale who visiced
Cressbrook Mill in 1824 described conditions
a5 exceptional. “The children’s hours of work
and theis necessary relaxarion ase kindly
and judiciously arcanged, the former never

forget the names of sin and hate.
Here John Baker, 3 hosier and entreprencur

2 from
those in their seation of ife and of cheir tender
age. Theis food is of the bese qualiry and

cdes on the mill

pt

pin and
airy rooms.”

The main mill has a pedimented centre with
clock face on both sides. The even ranks of
windows.

rned abou that the
inspected weekly. Mike Lea, the Conservation
Offices, told The Times on January 2: “We
have receatly carried out urgent works 0

n the first and second floor and shorter
oacs on the ground and upper floors cchoing
the

e
and rainwarer was flowing down che facades
and washing the mortar out of the walls

glazing adds further liveliness, compleced by 3
very preay arched cupola on the r0of.
1a SAVE's 1990 publication Bright Futures: the
Reuse of Industrial Buildings the architect Francis
Machin showed two alternative schemes for
conversion. The irse was for a hotel using the
i red

threatcaing

Ia the end, the CPO did noc proceed as
'David Holmes, owner of the stonccutting
business that opesated on the sice, initiaced 3
rescue. His aschicects were Sith and Roper of
Bakewell. Richard Smich, one of the &
explains, “The mill was serucrurally uastable.
it with internal block work

basin and fountain reflecting the mill - as Huw
‘Thomas did in SAVE

and in sitw cast concrere that also provided the

for Peninsula Barracks - with formal planting
of Lawns and topiary. A second scheme
proposed conversion into 13 two-storey
houses with tea flacs above.

By this cime che mill was in a discressing
scace. Twrose, “The mill i now empry and
open 10 che elements: dhe surrounding area is
used a5 3 stonemason’s yard. Though all che
insernal woodwork is in very poo condition
the masoncy shell is subscancially invact.”

“Two years lare, in 1992, High Peak Districc
Council resolved to serve a compulsory

. We
creaced apartmencs; chree on each main floor
with open plan kitchen and living rooms. Cast
ir0n columas were reained.”

Sinking 3 car park beacach che lawn and
cerrace preserved the mill's unique serding.
ensuring cars were noc packed in front of che
mill. The work was finished by 2005 and the
apartments sold quickly. Though remore and
derelice, Cressbrook Mill has reurned o life,
as handsome a local landmark as when it was
firsc buile.
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Cressbrook Mill in Derbyshire was transformed into apartments after years of decay. It
featured in SAVE’s 1990 report Bright Future: The re-use of industrial buildings, where
architect Francis Machin drew up an alternative scheme for conversion.

DavidMorleyArchitect
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Note to editors:

1. For more information please contact Mike Fox, Deputy Director at SAVE on 0207
253 3500 or office@savebritainsheritage.org

2. Big Saves features major cases from across the UK, including London,
Birmingham, Liverpool, Portsmouth, Plymouth, Bradford, Bristol, Exeter, Harrogate,
Norfolk and Derbyshire, as well as international cases from Spain, China, Germany
and the United States of America

3. Big Saves has been sponsored by David Morley Architects, whose work at Lister
Mills in Bradford is included in the book, as well as being featured on the front
cover. Sponsorship has also been received from Urban Space Management,
Battersea Power Station, and City & Country. SAVE is very grateful to all our
sponsors, as well as all those who have helped with research and pictures.

4. SAVE Britain’s Heritage has been campaigning for historic buildings since its
formation in 1975 by a group of architectural historians, writers, journalists and
planners. It is a strong, independent voice in conservation, free to respond rapidly to
emergencies and to speak out loud for the historic built environment.
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